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the.Contributors Tags More Creative Writing During the many years I’ve been doing this work, I’ve
trained myself not to jealously protect the writing I do or the writing I see. For example, when I first
came to the master class series, I was filled with a hatred for the idea of someone else doing a piece
of art I’d done; somehow I’d taken that same exact piece of art as a personal defeat, and I’d never to

the point of taking the piece back into the world at large. I still don’t consider myself a workaday
writer, and I’m also often asked where I’ve gotten all my self-confidence. I don’t begrudge the fact

that fans recognize my name, for example. If that means an artist of my stature is recognized by his
or her fans (which is often a sign of validation as much as of popularity, in my opinion), then I’m

flattered by that attention. But I reserve the right to ask myself (and honestly wonder): “Would I be
writing if I weren’t famous?” I think so, and I’m also confident that I’d be writing just as seriously if
I wasn’t working at all. For the longest time, I felt that my lack of writing confidence had much to
do with my participation in the master class series. When I wrote the anthology Love, Loss, and

What I Wore, I knew in advance that I was going to be the last person in the series to do one of the
pieces, since I had already expressed that desire to the other contributors. I was reluctant to ask
anyone else to do my piece, and I felt I’d been cocky to ask anyone to write it. But one of the

wonderful things about the master class series is that it allows each contributor to choose which
piece in the series he or she feels strongest about, and to do so without another’s input. I decided to

write “Making Love Last”, after all, but I also knew that I’d have
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